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Introduction

The Judicial norms and standards for the performance on judicial functions provide, in
terms of paragraph 5.2.6, that judgments in both civil and criminal matters, should
generally not be reserved without a fixed date for handing down. Judicial Officers have a
choice to reserve judgments sine die where circumstances are such that the delivery of a
judgment on a fixed date is not possible. The norms and standards further determine that
save in exceptional cases where it is not possible to do so, every effort shall be made to
hand down judgments no later than three (3) months after the last hearing.

Article 10(2) of the Code of Judicial Conduct adopted in terms of section 12 of the JSC
Act, 1994 provides:
“A judge must deliver all reserved judgments before the end of the term in which the
hearing of a matter was completed, but may:
(a) in respect of a matter that was heard within two weeks of the end of that
term; or
(b) where a reserved judgment is of a complex nature or for any other cogent
and sound reason and with the consent of the head of the court, deliver that

reserved judgment during the course of the next term.”

At the meeting held on 28 September 2018, the Heads of Court resolved that a reserved
judgments report containing a list of judgments outstanding for more than 6 months, will
be published on the Judiciary’s website.

Reserved Judgments overview during the reporting period

The 2024, Term 4 sittings of the Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court of Appeal and
the Labour Appeals Court commenced on 1 November 2024, whereas the sittings for the
Division of the High Courts, Labour Courts and Land Claims Court commenced from 07
October 2024. Table 1 below provides an overview of the status of reserved judgments as
at the beginning of Term 4 of 2024.

As at the beginning of Term 4 of 2024, a total of 1,723 judgments were reported as
reserved. A total of 233 of these judgments, representing an overall 14% of the reserved
matters, had been reserved and were outstanding for a period exceeding six months. The

remaining 1,490 of these judgments, representing an overall 86%, had been reserved for
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a period of less than six months. There is no change on the percentage of matters reserved
for a period exceeding six months between Term 3 of 2024 and Term 4 of 2024.

From table 1 below, it can be seen that nationally, out of a total of 1,723 judgments that
were indicated as reserved, the Gauteng Division of the High Court, Pretoria with a total
of 346 reserved matters, had the highest number of reserved judgments; followed by the
Labour Court, Johannesburg with 172 reserved judgments; and the Gauteng Local
Division of the High Court, Johannesburg with 144 reserved judgments and the North West
Division of the High Court, Mahikeng with 143 reserved judgments.

It is also noted that in terms of the total number of reserved judgments compared to the
number of reserved judgments outstanding for more than six months, the Labour Appeal
Court had the highest proportion of judgments reserved for more than six months,
comprising three (3) reserved judgments out of five (5) reserved judgments, representing
60% of all matters at the Court, followed by the Northern Cape Division of the High Court,
Kimberly with 42% (11 out of 26) and the Constitutional Court with 36% (8 out of 22).

Comparing the statistics of the Superior Courts, it will be noted that the highest percentage
of reserved judgments, outstanding for more than six months, were in the Gauteng
Division of the High Court, Pretoria with a percentage of 24% (55 out of 233 matters),
followed by the Labour Court, Johannesburg with 14% (32 out of 233 matters) and the
North West Division of the High Court, Mahikeng with 12% (29 out of 233 matters).

A noteworthy observation from the table below is that there were no judgments reserved
for more than six months, in the Limpopo Division of the High Court, Polokwane; the
Mpumalanga Local Division of the High Court, Middelburg, the Land Court, the
Competition Appeal Court and the Electoral Court.

Table 1 below provides a Superior Courts’ status overview on the Reserved Judgments
outstanding as at the beginning of Court Term 4 of 2024.
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Table 1: Reserved Judgments as at the beginning of Term 4, 2024

v
SUPERIOR COURT e & | MO i © | ToTAL * NG
MONTHS
Constitutional Court 14 8 22 36%
Supreme Court of Appeal 38 1 39 3%
Labour Appeal Court 2 3 5 60%
Eastern Cape Division, Makhanda 59 2 61 3%
Eastern Cape Division, Bhisho 7 2 9 22%
Eastern Cape Local Division, Ggeberha 24 6 30 20%
Eastern Cape Local Division, Mthatha 19 1 20 5%
Free State Division, Bloemfontein 97 2 99 2%
Gauteng Division, Pretoria 291 55 346 16%
Gauteng Local Division, Johannesburg 137 7 144 5%
KwaZulu-Natal Division, Pietermaritzburg 56 17 73 23%
KwaZulu-Natal Local Division, Durban 64 9 73 12%
Limpopo Division, Polokwane 64 0 64 0%
Limpopo Local Division, Thohoyandou 3N 2 33 6%
Mpumalanga Division, Mbombela 32 3 35 9%
Mpumalanga Local Division, Middelburg 39 0 39 0%
North West Division, Mahikeng 114 29 143 20%
Northern Cape Division, Kimberley 15 11 26 42%
Western Cape Division, Cape Town 122 15 137 11%
Labour Court, Cape Town 51 11 62 18%
Labour Court, Durban 46 12 58 21%
Labour Court, Johannesburg 140 32 172 19%
Labour Court, Ggeberha 17 5 22 23%
Land Court 8 0 8 0%
Competition Appeal Court 2 0 2 0%
Electoral Court 1 0 1 0%
Grand Total 1,490 233 1,723 14%

2.8 Table 2 below lists Superior Courts with the highest and lowest number of reserved

judgments exceeding six months.
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Table 2: Number of Reserved Judgments outstanding for more than six months ranking
from highest to lowest number per Court

SUPERIOR COURT MORE THAN 6 MONTHs | RANKING FROM HIGHESTTO
Gauteng Division, Pretoria 55 1
Labour Court, Johannesburg 32 2
North West Division, Mahikeng 29 3
KwaZulu-Natal Division, Pietermaritzburg 17 4
Western Cape Division, Cape Town 15 5
Labour Court, Durban 12 6
Northern Cape Division, Kimberley 11 7
Labour Court, Cape Town 1 7
KwaZulu-Natal Local Division, Durban 9 8
Constitutional Court 8 9
Gauteng Local Division, Johannesburg 7 10
Eastern Cape Local Division, Ggeberha 6 11
Labour Court, Ggeberha 5 12
Labour Appeal Court 3 13
Mpumalanga Division, Mbombela 3 13
Eastern Cape Division, Bhisho 2 14
Eastern Cape Division, Makhanda 2 14
Free State Division, Bloemfontein 2 14
Limpopo Local Division, Thohoyandou 2 14
Supreme Court of Appeal 1 15
Eastern Cape Local Division, Mthatha 1 15
Limpopo Division, Polokwane 0 -
Mpumalanga Local Division, Middelburg 0 -
Land Court 0 -
Competition Appeal Court 0 -
Electoral Court 0 -
Total 233
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